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BBMP dashboard for trade licence

The pandemic has made people wary of launching

new businesses in the city. The civic body has
received just around 5,646 applications for new
trade licences in the current financial year. The

BBMP has decided to simplify the process in a bid
to cover more trades and encourage traders to renew their licences.
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BBMP to launch dashboard to track
status of trade licence applications

The civic body has received only around 5,646 applications for new trade licences so far this fiscal

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The pandemic has made pe-
ople wary of launching new
businesses in the city. The
civic body has received just
around 5,646 applications
for new trade licences in the
current financial vear. This,
despite the fact that the Bru-
hat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike (BBMT) had simplified
the process to apply for and
renew trade licences.

In the 2019-20 fiscal, a to-
tal of 51,563 trade licences
were issued, bringing the
BBMP revenue of around 347
crore. Of these, as many as
13,171 were new trade licenc-
es and 38,392 were renewed.

In the backdrop of this
poor response, the BBEMP
has decided to further sim-
plify the process in a bid to
cover more trades and en-
courage traders to renew
their licences.

BBMP’s Chief Health Offic-
er (Public Health) Vijayendra
said a dashboard is also be-
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In the 2019-20 fiscal, a total of 51,563 trade licences were issued, bringing the BBMP revenue

of around F47 crore, =x. MurAL KUMAR

ing developed, which will re-
flect details in each zone, the
number of new applications
received, and the number of
pending applications. This
will not only bring transpa-
rency, but help hasten the li-
cence issuing process. It is
expected to be up and run-
ning in a couple of weeks.
With the whole process

now online, without any
physical touch points, the
BBMP already has a database
of medical stores and phar-
macies, hotels and grocery
shops. Dr. Vijayendra said
that a decision w do away
with spot inspection before
issuing new licences, for
some trades, had also been
taken.
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“Small trades, such as pro-
vision or grocery shops,
pharmacies, vegetables or
fruit shops, do not warrant
spol inspection. However,
when there is an inspection
and health officials find any
violation, the licence issued
will be cancelled,” he said.

Traders have to make e-
payment of the prescribed

fee through the depart-
ment’s portal for auto-rene-
wal of their licences. They
can then download the digi-
tally signed approval certifi-
cale in minutes.

He added that even the
application of new licences
had been simplified. Traders
need to submit just two doc-
uments - rent or lease agree-
ment and electricity or tele-
phone bill. Applicants can
choose the duration of valid-
ity of these licences, from
one to five years, make pay-
ments online and also track
the status of their
application.

Civic officials hope that
these measures will help the
BMMP cover more trades in
the city and issue licences.
The number of trade licenc-
es issued is a small fraction
of the commercial power
connections in the city, a
matter that came up for dis-
cussion during a recent re-
view chaired by BEMP Admi-
nistrator Gaurav Gupta.




Doctors: Respiratory-related queries up, but
COVID-19 etiquette could help reduce cases

A large number of queries are from people in the 21 to 30 age group, according to Practo

K. DEEMTKEA

BESGCALURL

Dip in temperature, fear of
COVID-19, the Deepavali sea-
son which sees bursting of i
recrackers, and fall in ar
quality in a few cities are
propelling queries related to
respiratory disorders.

Healthcare Company
Practo said there was 20%
growth in respiratory-related
queries compared o the pre
vious month. Among the big
cities, most queries were
from Delhi, Hyderabad,
Mumbai, Kolkata, Bengalu-
ru, Chennal, and Pune. With
people increasingly consult-
ing doctors online to ensure
t!'l..'l.r nay .Ir_','l'nptum E[)ES L
diagnosed, most patient qu-
eries  revolved  around
breathing issues, dust aller-
£y, asthma, respiratory pro-
blems, and dry cough. A
large number of gueries
came from people in the 21
o 30 age group (34%) fol-
lowed by people aged 60 and
above (28%),

Rajesh Bhardwaj, ENT
specialist who consulis on
Practo, was quoted as say-
ing: “Especially this time
when we move from mon-
soon [0 winter, the air we
breathe begins 1o get pollu-
ed. This happens due to va-
rious factors - since cold air
is more dense particles re-

il |

This year, in Bengaluru, KSPCB data on Air Quality Index from November 14 to 16 showed that air

pollution levels had reduced by 30.34% compared to the comesponding festival days in 2015,

main suspended in it for a
long perfod and remain on
the surface. This is also ag-
gravated by low winds, farm
stubble burning, construc-
ton activity, and cracker
bursting.”

Hirennappa B. Udnur,
consultant pulmonologist at
Columbia Asia Hospiral,
Hebbal, told The Hindy that
with COVID-19 cases down,
patients who were suffering
from problems such as COPD
and asthma were shoring up
the courage to consult doc-
1ors again. “We are also pet-
ting patients who have reco

vered from COVIDHS but
with COVID-9 related lung
fibriosis, post COVIDHS se-
quekae, ete.,” he said

Reduced pollution
This year, in Bengaluru, Kar
nataka State Pollution Con-
trol Board (KSPCB) data of
the Alr Quality Index (AQD
from November 14 to 16
showed that air pollution le-
vels had reduced by 30.34%
when compared with the
corresponding festival days
in 20M9,

This was mainly artribwut-
ed to the rule that only green
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firecrackers would be al-
lowed (though the effective-
ness of its implementation
wias questioned), as well as
muted celebrations due to
the pandemic.

Analysis of air quality data
before and after Deepavali
across  Bengaluru, Delhi,
Mumbal, Chennal, Hvdera
bad, Kolkata, Pune, and Jai
pur from Movember 9 1o 18
by Ambee, an environmental
inelligence company,
showed that Delhi recorded
high levels of pollution with
average AQI consistently
above 250 before and after

the festhval.

Om the other hand, Benga-
luru remained the cleanest
with average AQl ranging
between 50 and 70.

*It was noted that certain
residential areas with large
apartments had increased le-
vels of PML.5 which could be
atrributed o0 community
cracker burning during Dee-
pavali. Following rain right
after the festival, there was
some respite for the resi
dents with a 40% drop in
PM2.5 levels,” the company
said.

Better off this year

K.5. Satish, president, Karna-
taka Pulmonologist Associa
tion, said increase in respira-
tory disorders during this
time is a usual phenomena
all over the world.

*Now the season for infec-
tions begins, Under the gui-
delines too, all respiratory
disorders are taken as CO-
VID-19 unless proven other
Wwise. However, fortunately,
this year, firecracker burst
ing has been less than pre-
vious vears. In addition, pec-
ple are wearing masks
Though we are not in the
peak of winter, we will defi
nitely see fewer cases this
time due 1o masking, cough
etliquettes, and soclal dis-
tancing,” he said.
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State reports
1,849 new cases
and 26 deaths

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

Karnataka reported 1,849
new COVID-19 cases and 26
deaths on Thursday. The
total number of active cas-
es in the State stands at
25,169, while the overall
number of deaths shot up
to 11,604.

As many as 1,800 people
were discharged on Thurs-
day, taking the total num-
ber of recoveries to
8,30,988. A total of 598 pa-
tients are in the ICU. The
number of tests done was
1,18,474, while the positivi-
ty rate was 1.56%.

Bengaluru Urban,
though witnessing a signifi-
cant reduction in the num-
ber of positive cases, conti-
nued to be the highest
contributor to the State’s
tally with 1,048 new cases.
Fourteen new deaths were
also reported in the capi-
tal. Tumakuru reported
103 new cases, which was
the second highest. The
number of positive cases in
the State so far is 8,67,780.

P3




Principals are hoping
that attendance will
increase in Dec.

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

With most colleges recording
low attendance by student on
the third consecutive day, prin-
cipals and managements are
considering holding only practi-
cal classes on campus and conti-
nuing with the remaining lec-
tures online.

Principals expressed concern
over convincing students to
physically attend practicals.
“Conducting practicals will be
difficult if attendance remains
low,” said a faculty member of a
college in Bengaluru.

P. Ishwara Bhat, Vice-Chan-
cellor, Karnataka State Law Un-
iversity, said that very few stu-
dents turned up on campus on
Thursday. “This has been the
case with most of the 106 colleg-
es affiliated to our university.
Only a few colleges in cities like
Bengaluru are seeing some stu-
dent turnout,” he said.

He added that if this trend
continues in December, they will
have to look at alternative ways
to ensure that final year students
get the training they need for
placements. “The mandatory
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‘Conducting practicals will be a challenge’

On Thursday, 68
students reported to the
campus, but most of
them did not have a
COVID-19 negative
certificate. We had to
make arrangements for
testing on the premises

C.B. ANNAPURNAMMA,
principal, National College, Basavanagudi,

C

COVID-19 negative certificate
and lack of transport facilities
may be contributing to the low
attendance,” he added.
Principals are hoping that at-

A class being held for a lone student in Bengaluru on Tuesday. spTi

tendance will increase in the
month of December. C.B. Anna-
purnamma, principal, National
College, Basavanagudi, said that
to maintain social distancing
and avoid crowding in laborato-
ries, they had extended college
hours. “Even then, very few stu-
dents turned up on the first day.
On Thursday, 68 students re-
ported to the campus, but most
of them did not have a COVID-19
negative certificate. We had to
make arrangements for testing
on the premises,” she said.
Faculty at National College
hope to complete practicals

within the first week of Decem-
ber. “But it will be a problem if
only a few students turn up for
the practicals,” she said.

Students, especially those re-
siding in the outskirts of the city,
blamed the lack of coordination
between government depart-
ments, which they said is mak-
ing it difficult for them to go to
college. “From transport to
testing facilities, even if we
want to come to campus, we
can’t because either result of
the test is delayed or there is no
proper public transport. Stu-
dents who don’t live in the city
can’t return because many hos-
tels are closed,” said Yashwanth
N., a student.

Bucking trend

However, a few colleges are
bucking the trend, and reported
arise in attendance. T.M. Manju-
nath, president, Karnataka Go-
vernment College Teachers’ As-
sociation, said that more
students turned up on Thursday
when compared to the past two
days. “Around 40 % of students
have started coming to the col-
lege now. We will get to know the
real picture in a few days. If
some opt for online classes and
others offline, then the wor-
kload on teachers will increase.
The government has to take a
call on the issue,” he said.
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Dratt rules for premium FAR
unviable, say city’s builders

Tt is highly unlikely that any builder will opt for it

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

The city’s builders have
dubbed the draft rules for
premium floor area ratio
(FAR) recently notified by
the Urban Development De-
partment as ‘unviable’.

The UDD draft rules pre-
scribe premium FAR charges
at “50% of the guidance va-
lue of the additional (notion-
al) sital area and building
area to be constructed using
premium FAR” with gui-
dance value of the deve-
loped site as the base value.

Premium FAR, the maxi-
mum limit of which is not
specified in the draft rules,
will apply in “impact zones
of transport infrastructure
projects and any other pu-
blic infrastructure projects
within the local planning
areas and in other areas of
the approved master plans”.

FAR is the ratio of the
built -up area of the building
to the area of the land parcel
on which it is built.

The Draft Revised Master
Plan - 2031 had provided
FAR in the range of 1.75 to
3.25in the city.

However, the draft was
scrapped among other rea-
sons to accommodate Tran-
sit Oriented Development
(TOD) policy of Bangalore
Metro Rail Corporation,
which provides for dense,
mixed land use develop-
ment along transit corridors
- Namma Metro, suburban
rail lines and bus hubs.

The TOD policy pre-
scribed premium FAR up to
5, along the transit corridors
and the new draft of the
RMP is expected to allow
this. This is expected to have
a huge impact on zoning reg-
ulations in the city.

The fee prescribed for the
premium FAR has received a
tepid response from the in-
dustry. Suresh Hari, Chair-
man, Confederation of Real
Estate Developers’ Associa-
tions of India (CREDAI) -
Bengaluru, said the pre-
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scribed premium FAR charg-
es made it an unviable pro-
position for the industry.

“The government should
not look at this as a money-
making exercise, which is
what it seems. At 50% of gui-
dance value, given today’s
market conditions, it is high-
ly unlikely that any builder
will opt for it. Additional de-
velopment will only lead to
more revenue to the govern-
ment in other forms includ-
ing property tax and deve-
lopment charges, not just
premium FAR charges,” he
argued.

CREDAI-Bengaluru has al-
so taken objection to gui-
dance value being the sole
criteria for the premium
FAR charges. “Guidance va-
lue has never been reduced
and in many places do not
reflect the changing market
realities. A fair market price
should be the basis,” Mr. Su-
resh Hari said, adding that
CREDAI will submit its ob-
jections to the draft rules.
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Although many final year
students wish to physically
attend classes they are un-
able to do so as a majority of
hostels are still closed.

With no access to accom-
modation, students from
outside Bengaluru said they
will continue with online
classes.

A science student from
Chiclballapur said she want-
ed to return to campus as
she was finding it difficult to
grasp concepts through the
online lectures. “I even got
tested for COVID-19, but
learned that hostels were not
open,” she said. There are al-
so reports of hostel wardens
turning away students on the
grounds that they do not
have many reservations to
male it viable to operate.

“The wardens are telling
us that it will not be possible
to open the hostel and pro-
vide food for just two or
three students. They told us
to come back after a weelk,” a
final year BA student of Ban-
galore University said.

Another  postgraduate
science student from a vil-
lage in Kolar who is enrolled
in governmment college in
Bengaluru said that prior to
the lockdown she had quar-
ters in a hotel for students
belonging to backward class-
es. But the hostel is still
closed.

“I came to Bengaluru and
1 am now staying with my re-
latives. They have told me to
start attending classes only
once the hostel re-opens so
that I do not expose myself
to COVID-19 while commut-
ing, and infect them,” she
said.

Mast of the government
hostels are run by social wel-
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With hostels still shut, students
are unable to return to campus

Some wardens say they cannot provide facilities only for a few students

L

.;f\ file photo of studen

fare, minorities and back-
ward classes departments,
while many are run by the
respective State-run univer-
sities.

T.0. Kemparaju, Vice

ts getting tested in Beng

P

Chancellor of Bengaluru
North University, said that
they will open hostels after
around 10 days depending
on the numher of students
who turn up. “We will have
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to make arrangements ac-
cordingly,” he said.

K.R. Venugopal, Vice-
Chancellor of Bangalore Un-
iversity, said that he has in-
structed wardens to start op-
erations from Thursday and
provide food even if the stu-
dent strength is low.

However, Social Welfare
Commissioner Ravikumar
Surpur said that all the hos-
tels run by the department
were fully sanitised and
open and the department
had also issued standard op-
erating procedure. Students
have to produce a COVID-19
negative certificate before
occupying the hostel. The
hostel authorities have also
been told to fill up only 50%
of their total capacity.
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Nearly 80% increase
in COVID-19 pneumonia
cases, say doctors

Preumaonia is more common among immunocompromised
individuals such as those with diabetes, chronic kidney, and
cardiovascular disease, say doctors. sfiLesHoTD

AFSHAN YASMEEN

BENGALURL

With the world under the
grip of COVID-19, pneumo-
nia has yet again gained
centre stage. Doctors, who
said they are seeing a rise in
COVID-19 pneumonia cases,
pointed out that the pan-
demic is likely to increase
all-cause pneumonia deaths
by more than 75%.

Although there is no data
available on the number of
COVID-19 pneumonia cases,
doctors said nearly 80% of
the pneumonia cases they
are seeing are due to
COVID-19.

Pneumonia is caused by
multiple factors which can
be detected through an X-
Ray or CT scan. However,
one of the main causes of
prieumonia in recent days is
COVID-19, said Hirenappa B.
Udnur, consultant pulmo-
nologist at Columbia Asia
‘Hospital (Hebbal).

“Currently 60%-80% of
prneumonia cases are due to
COVID-19. Cases have in-
creased compared to last
year particularly during the
pandemic. Pneumonia dur-
ing pre-COVID-19 days was
mainly community acquired
although oxygen require-
ment and ventilator support
was required as well. Today,
the most common complica-
tion of COVID-19 is pneumo-
nia,” he said.

“When a patient develops
pneumonia, we first get a
COVID- test done. There is
also a specific pattern for
prieumonia which can be
detected in the CT scan that
is suggestive of COVID19. Tt
clearly shows if the pneumo-
nia is through COVID-19 or
other  reasons”  he
explained.

Vasunethra Kasaragoed,

consultant chest physician
at Vikram Hospital, said as
pneumonia is more com-
mon Among IMmunocom-
promised individuals such
as ‘those with diabetes,
chronic kidney, and cardio-
vascular disease, it is impor-
tant to keep these diseases
under control to prevent
pnewmonia.

“Early medical attention
and diagnosis is imperative
for early recovery. Patients
are treated with antibiotics,
oxygen and nebulisation
maost of the time,” he said.

Sachin Kumar, senior con-
sultant, pulmonology and
critical care medicine at Salk-
ra World Hospital, said most
prneumonia deaths this year
are due to COVID-19, “Un-
even healthcare services,
lack of right equipment or
trained healthcare workers
to effectively diagnose and
treat respiratory infections
in most of the low and mid-
dledincome countries are
some of the contributing fac-
tors. Due to this, COVID-19
could add 1.9 million to the
death toll this year. Hence,
to minimise the death rate,
prneumococcal and influen-
za vaccination for the wul-
nerable population is re-
commended,” he said.

Chinnadurai R., consul-
tant in the department of
critical care at Aster RV Hos-
pital, said COVID-19 pneu-
maonia has to be treated like
any other pneumonia.
“Since countries like the
UK. and the U.5. are expe-
riencing a second wave of
COVID-19, the government
should gear up to handle a
second wave If it occurs
here. People must continue
to follow precautions such
as social distancing and
wearing a mask,” he said.

P3




SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Taking note of the many in-
stances of violations of CO-
VID-19 norms in wearing
masks and maintaining so-
cial distancing in the rallies
of political parties, their
leaders and workers, the
High Court of Karnataka on
Thursday sought a list of re-
cognised political parties in
Karnataka to issue notices to
them.

A Division Bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Abhay
Shreeniwas Oka and Justice
S. Vishwajith Shetty passed
the order during the hearing
of PIL petitions, filed by
Letzkit Foundation, Benga-
luru, and Sai Datta, a resi-
dent of the city, on violations
of norms by celebrities,
elected representatives, and
political leaders.

The Bench said that direc-
tions are required to be is-
sued to the political parties
as a large number of viola-
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HC seeks list of political parties to issue
notices on COVID-19 norm violations

It takes note of the violations by various parties during election campaigning

tions are by its leaders while
taking note of violations by
major political parties dur-
ing election campaign and a
rally by the BJP workers to
welcome Lok Sabha mem-
ber Tejasvi Surya on his ap-
pointment as national presi-
dent of the BJP Yuva Morcha.

Correcting mistake

Meanwhile, the government
clarified to the Bench that it
never intended to prosecute
citizens for not wearing
masks and maintaining so-
cial distancing as per the
Karnataka Epidemic Diseas-
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es (KED) Act, 2020, while ad-
mitting that there was “unin-
tended mistake” in drafting
of the Act, which actually
prescribes three months to
five years of imprisonment
and fine of 50,000 to T2
lakh.

In a statement, Jawaid Ak-
htar, Additional Chief Secre-
tary (Health and Family Wel-
fare), said that the “true
intention” of the govern-
ment was to impose only
fine for not wearing mask
and not maintaining social
distancing and this has been
uniformly followed in cases
of all citizens.

The stringent punish-
ment, the government stat-
ed, prescribed in the KED
Act were for the more egre-
gious violations under the
Act and the government is
taking corrective measures
to ensure that its policy is ac-
tually reflected in the legal
position, including but not li-
mited to issuance of fresh or-

dinance to amend the exist-
ing positions.

Filing FIRs

Government counsel Vikram
Huilgol told the Bench that if
the government had to pro-
secute citizens for violating
the norm of wearing mask
and maintaining social dis-
tancing, then lakhs of citi-
zens who where fined for
violations are required to be
prosecuted by registering
First Information Reports
(FIRs).

Stating that government
would soon issue an Ordi-
nance to correct the “serious
and grave errors” that has
crept into law unintentional-
ly, Mr. Huilgol submitted
stating that the government
had realised the mistake in
the law only after the court
analysed the provisions of
the law and posed repeated
questions on why political
leaders were not prosecuted
for violating these norms.
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‘ITmplead all parties for violating Covid norms’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@iBengaluru

AR the state government
made its stand clear that
its intention was not to
punish anvone with im-
prisonment and fine, in-
cluding politicians, for vio-
lation of Covid-19 safety
norms, the Karnataka
High Court on Thursday
directed the petitioner to
implead all recognised po-
litical parties.

A division bench of Chief
Justice Abhay Shreeniwas
Oka and Justice § Vishwa-
jith Shetty passed the order
after the government advo-
cate Vikram Huilgol in-
formed the court of the gov-
ernment’s stand. The
EOVErnment response came
after the bench directed it
to make its stand clear

whether it would prozecute
political leaders who had
admitted to violations and
paid a fine. It wanted to
know if the state would al-
low them to get away witha
mere fine of T250.
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The PlLs were filed by
the Letzkit Foundation.

“The state gover nment is
coming out with a fresh or-
dinance though the offenc-
ez under Section 5 of the
Karnataka Epidemic Dis-
eases Act are cognizable of-

P3

fences. The state is not will-
ing to register FIRs. Since
most of the violations are
by political parties, we di-
rect the petitioner to pro-
duce a list of recognised
political parties to implead
them. List the matter on
November 24 to pass orders
to issue notice to them,”
the bench said.

The bench orally ob-
served if it was the policy
of the state not to prose-
cute violators. Once the
cognizance of the offences
are taken, the state cannot
take such a stand as there
are a large number of vio-
lations. Ultimately, the in-
tention of the state is to
protect the political class,
the bench said.

Then Huilgol submitted
that the government’s in-
tention was to protect

evervone and not protect
anyv class. Hence, it has tak-
en a stand not to punizh
or prosecute the violators,
he said.

“There will be lakhs of
FIRs as there are a large
number of people violating
regulations of mask and
social distancing. Admit-
ting the error, the state is
izssuing a fresh ordinance
in order to bring a uniform
policy,” he said.

Opposition leader Sid-
daramaiah and MPs D K
Suresh and Tejasvi Surya
were the prominent lead-
ers among the 684 violators
against whom the police
have registered 18 Non-
Cognizable Reports for vio-
lation of regulations. A
fine of Rs 250 each was im-
posed though they were
cognizable offences.




Stressed doctors turn to
state psychiatric helpline

RAMIANI MADHAVAN
mBengalun

THE pandemic has taken
a toll on many doctors
who have been working
round the clock. The Psy-
chiatric helpline, that was
started for doctors by In-
dian Medical Association
- Karnataka (IMA-K), in
coordination with Indian
Psychiatric Society-Kar-
nataka and National
Institute of Mental
Health and Neuro-
gciences (NIM-
HANS), has been
receiving 10 tols
calls per day.
The helpline was
launched last month to
cater to dectors who are
under immense pressure
during the pandemic.
“There are 10 phone
lines under the central-
ised helpline with doctors
volunteering at different
hours of the day to pro-
vide immediate counsel-
ling to other distressed
doctors and their family
The response has been

good so far," said Dr K S
Karanth, chairman of
IMA-K Psvchiatry cell.
He added that the pan-
demic was the most com-
monly found stress factor
in medicos.

“They are worried about
the danger of exposure to
Covid, owing to their in-
teraction with patients.
Harassment firoam patietits,
inability to spend time
with family, dealing
with patients who

are lax about pre-
| cautions often
leading to argu-
ments, amd hearing
about Covid deaths

of other doctors, lead to
insomnia, mild anxiety,
depression, etc. These are
soime of the iszues we have
heard,” said Dr Ganesh
Prasad, one of the core-
committes psychiatrists
offering assistance.

Prasad said many doc-
tors fear passing on the
virus to elderly parents
ot kids at home. “The pos-
sibility of having to get
quarantined if they get
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infected, the economi-
closs and social depriva-
tion that comes with it is
another factor causing
psvchological trauma.
Many doctors themsel ves
are heart patients or suf
fer from diabetes and hy-
pertension,” he added.
Dr Sanjeev Kumar, fac-
ulty at Centre for Psycho-
social support in Disaster
Management said, this is
an IVRS system, where a
particular mumber has to
be pressed, if a doctor is
seeking help. “The call
will be transferred to the
volunteer who is a mental
health professional, psy-
chiatrist. clinical psychol-
ogist, psychiatric social
worker or psychiatric
nurse. If they are unable
to help due to the nature
of the problem, the call is
referred to senior consult-
ants. If the problem still
cannot be dealt by them,
the doctor is then referred
to a physical clinic at a
tertiary level, where there
iz a multidisciplinary
team.” Dr Kumar said.

Covid curve flattening, state past first peak: Experts

Say disease pattern in Europe shows second surge occurs after 2-3 months, need to wait and watch for signs in Feb, March

IFFATH FATHIMA & RANJANI
MADHAVAN @Bergalury

AFTER a steady surge in
cases through July, August
and September, the Covid
curve is on a downward
trend in Karnataka, rais-
ing the question of a sec-
ond wave. However, for
now, the state government
can take a breather as cas-
es remain low:

“The curve is at a flatten-
ing stage. Despite testing
maore, the positivity rate is
1- 1.5%. Going by the dis-

ease pattern in Europe, a
second surge occurs after
2-3 months. We need to
wait and watch if that hap-
pens to us in February and
March,” said Dr C N Man-
junath, state nodal officer
for Covid testing.

A second surge is being
seen in European coun-
tries and even places such
as New Delhi and Mumbai
in India. While some ex-

perts classify the pandemic
into phases, others do not. .
“We cannot say phase-1, ‘l&a WOrKErs and tecnnicians

phase-2, etc. But we can

akea
in Bengaluru on Thursday | MEshaNa sasTRY

classify a pandemic as im-
ported or indigenous.
There was and continues
tobe community spread in
Karnataka, but we are past
the first peak. There has
been a downward trend
since October 11,” said Dr
Pradeep Banandur, epide-
miologist at NIMHANS.
Going by the trajectory in
Europe, Karnataka should
expecta surge in cases with
the economy opening up,
said Dr Satyanarayana Mys-
ore, HOD of pulmonology at
Manipal Hospital. “People’s
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immunity levels mightdrop
in three months, which can
also be the cause for a sec-
ond wave to start. The next
3months are crucial. If peo-
ple don't take precautions,
we might see a second
wave,” Dr Mysore said

He also warned against
“pandemic fatigue”, where-
in people simply get fed up
of following precautions
and lower their guard,
causing cases to rise. “Peo-
ple should continue to take
precautions and follow
Covid norms,” he said.

However, Dr Giridhar R
Babu, senior epidemiolo-
gist and member of the
state’s Covid-19 Technical
Advisory Committee,
pointed out that the spread
of the disease across the
state was not uniform.

“It has only flattened in
central areas of the state.
Some districts are still see-
ing more cases. More test-
ing needs to carried out in
districts, just as it was
done in the city Our first
wave has still not come to
an end,” Dr Babu said.




Shops inside Metro stations seek help to reopen

S LALITHA & Bengaluru

ALTHOUGH Namma Metrore-
sumed its services two months
ago, none of the shops inside
the Metro stations are willing
to reopen unless concessions
on rent are offered to them.

Bangalore Metro Rail Corpo-
ration Limited said that 33
shops had closed. “Ten have
shut permanently while 23
have reopened. The ones that
have reopened are located out-
side the stations, but fall in our
jurisdiction. No shop within
stations is willing to restart,”
an official said.

Three of the 10 shops closed
their businesses voluntarily.
“However, half the shops are

ready to reopen if we offer a
huge cut in rentals,” another
official said.

Shops were functioning in-
side Baivappanahalli, Indirana-
gar, Halasuru, Trinity, Vijavana-
gar, MG Road, Srirampura,
Yeshwantpur, Rajajinagar and
Mahalakshmi Layout Metro sta-
tions. BMRCL did not collect
rent for any of itz shops when
services were suspended due to
the pandemic. But with rider-
ship just a tenth of pre-Covid
levelz, zhop ownersz feel reopen-
ing will result in losses.

Although average ridership
has gradually increased since
trains began running after
Cowid restrictions were lifted,
it is nowhere near the 5 lakh

per day ridership before serv-
ices were shut.

“During the November 2-8
week, we had an average of
68,000 commuters daily On Mo-
vember 9, we touched our sec-
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ond-highest ridership figure of
73,205 passengers,” said B L.
Yashavanth Chavan, chief
public relations officer.
Proprietors also factor in the
cost of rent. Even the smallest
shops pay between Rs 35,000
and Rs 45,00, said a shop own-
er. To this, Chavan =zaid, “We
did not fix the rent. We only
cited a minimum price and it
was the owners who gave us
the quotes. There are different
rentals for different shops.”
On reopening of shops, BM-
RCL Managing Director Ajay
Seth said, “Because of the pan-
demic, patronage is low. Natu-
rally, shops are asking for re-
lief measures so that they do
not suffer heavy losses. We will

take an appropriate decision in
this regard.”

However, even before the pan-
demic, things were not all rosy.
Atleast half of the shop owners
downed shutters for good. Sa-
lon chain, Sooper Xpress, shut
shop before the pandemic
struck, while the iconic Daspra-
kash Hotel at the Metro Art
Gallery adjacent to MG Road
Metro station, closed down af-
ter the death of its owner.

This was not the right time
to advertise commercial spac-
es, Seth said. “The bids for tak.
ing up the spaces will be very
low due to a business dip all
around. We will wait for an ap-
propriate time before we go in
for fresh bids.”

Big-time retooling of development models

Policy framework
aimed at liberalising
tech industry: PM

BISMAH MALIK @ Bengaiuru

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday
said that India’s regulatory framework is being
simplified to promote innovation in the tech-
nology sector and the government is actively
engaging with key stakeholders for this.

“You must be aware of the recent decisions
taken by the government to ease compliance
burden for the tech industry We are actively
engaging with the stakeholders in the IT indus-
try to chalk out a future policy framework for
liberalising the sector and removing the com-
pliance burden,” Modi said while virtually in-
augurating the 23rd edition of Bengaluru Tech
Summit, 2020. He was referring to the recent
announcement by the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology (MEITY) on re-
moving [TeS/BPO firms from the OSP (Other
Service Providers) compliance burden.

Hailing MEITY's recent approval to IT firms
allowing their employees to work from any-
where in India, Modi said the policy decisions
are aimed at liberalising the burgeoning tech
industry. “India is currently at a sweet spot.
Our tech solutions have the potential to go glo-
bal and, due to technology, our schemes have
gone bevond files and changed the lives of peo-
ple on a large scale,” the PM added.

While admitting that the pandemic had
caused disruption in the economy, the PM said
that it is not the end of the road. P&

Narendra Modi, PM

il [
The new develop-
ment paradigmisa
strategic decision
we have made
based on the
current stage and
conditions of
development in
Chinaand with full
consideration given
to globalisation and
changes inthe
extamal
environment

Xilinping
President, China

Chief Minister B § Yediyurappa, Deputy

x)\ L. (L

Chief Minister Dr C N Ashwath Narayan and

Industries Minister Jagadish Shettar at the inauguration of Bengalurw Tech Summit
2070 in Bengaluru on Thursday | SHRIRAM BN

K’taka eyes pole position
in bio, digital economies

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Bengalury

THE Karnataka Government is
aiming to achieve the top posi-
tion in India’s bio-economy and
digital economy Chief Minis-
ter B § Yediyurappa on Thurs-
day said one of the key goals of
the state is to achieve 50 per
cent market share of the na.
tional bio-economy (biotech-
nology economy) of $100 billion
by 2025, and added that neces-
sary steps have already been

taken in this direction.

Addressing the inauguration
of the Bengaluru Tech Sum-
mit 2020, Yediyurappa assured
of Karnataka playing a pivotal
role in making India a $5 tril-
lion economy and pointed out
that the state already has the
most progressive start-up
ecosystem.

He pointed out that four of
the seven start-ups, which had
become ‘start-up unicorns’ in
India in 2020, were from
Karnataka. P&

China to ride
on domestic
demand

JAYANTA ROY CHOWDHURY
6 New Delhi

STARTING next vear, China
will rely more on domestic con-
sumption to drive future
growth for its $14.34-trillion
economy, which has used an
export-led model to accelerate
its way out of poverty in the
past four decades,

“From next yvear on, China
will embark on a new journey
towards fully building a mod-
ern socialist country We will
foster a new development para-
digm with domestie circulation
as the mainstay and domestic
and international circulations
reinforcing each other,” Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping on
Thursday told a meeting of
Asia-Pacific Economic Coop-
eration chief executives.

The ratio of foreign trade to
GDP has already dropped from
67% in 2006 to less than 32% in
2018, according to Chinese gov-
ernment data. In comparison,
India’s foreign trade as a
percentage of GDP stood at
40% in 2019. Pa
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‘IT sector resilient
during pandemic’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

THE current situation has proven to be a silver
lining for the tech industry due to large-scale
adoption of digital technology over the last few
months.

“We have been able to help millions of poor
people in this country, including farmers and
other marginalised sections, with the click of
amouse and cater to their needs within a short
period of time. The IT industry showed resil-
ience during the pandemie. Our fintech indus-
try performed well and millions of transac-
tions were carried
cut digitally due to
people's trust in tech-
nology,” Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
said.

Union Minister for
Electronics and In-
formation Technolo-
gy. Ravi Shankar
Prasad, while refer-
ring to the Produc-
tion-Linked Incentive .

(PLI) scheme, said —
that companies have

commitied to invest Bs 11 lakh crore to boost
manufacturing of mobile phones and electron-
ic components in India out of which Rs 7 lakh
crore will be for exports. He also pointed out
that during the pandemic, nine operating units
of tech giant Apple have shifted base from Chi-
na to India and Bengaluru is one of the key
locations from where the company's contract
manufacturers are making the premium
phones.

Steps to push
IT beyond
B'luru: CM

[ONTINUED FROM FREE 1

Speaking about the massive
grewih of bioiechnology o the
staie, Biocon Lid 1

to contribute §2246 ballion in
012, acecanting for 102 per cent
of Karnatakn's GIH, while the
naticnal share of bic-economy
s at 52 5 hillion, or 8 per cent
of Inctin's GDE "nd althowgzh of
present, the state accoamnts for o
thinfaf India's bao-ecomoms; the
gnal is toreach Spercentof the
5100 billion bip-economy that
the coumiry aims to achieve by
s " she added.

Yediyura assured Undon
Aianister ﬁ:-rFﬁertmmn.. [nfiar
maiinn Technolopy and Com:
mumicntinns, Bmvishankar Pras
ad, whoparticipated viroalky o
the seszon, of taking necessary
steps o malke Kormataka the

in deta eromomy He said
sieps were being tnleen to posh
IT bevond Bengglanrn to pener:
ate pver B0 kb direct amd i
rect jobs in five vears.

Depnity Chief Ainisier [ir C
tae pasetemic o the "

s the ™ mi
ment” of the coming decade
amnil said rapid development of
infrastnacture i two seciors —
conmectivity and cormmaunica
tion — will be addressed
thrmegh a single-window mech
tnlcn from o 852 billion digital
eoonoany o a S0 billion one in
thie next five years, while the

f share of £36 ballion in
iviech will rench §100 billion
im the same period,” e said.

m Hue:l.l.r-l:l:l.r::lmch'l.'lrrﬁrm'l
be said operation of many
UDAAN atrports in the staie
will make travee] masy Hapid pen:
etrmtion of 4G — and ina few
maont s, 50 network — will sbve
cornmemEnicEiion Esae, he said.

The Earnatnlz Digital Eron:
oeny Misseon woill vse the ‘In:
vest India’ mesdel 1o build glo-
bzl tinkages fior promoting the
staie’s ech mdestry, Ashwaih
MNarayan sasd
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EXPRESS READ

Waste management

opportunity for
small industries

Bengaluru: Management of
solid waste and waste water is
a good business prospect for
small-scale industries, while
being essential for the
emvironment, said Vijay Kumar
Gogi, Principal Secretary to
the Department of
Environment and Ecology.
Addressing a seminar here on
Thursday, he added that
small-scale industries can act
as facilitators hetween city
corporations and industries
utilising waste. He urged units

to efficiently manage waste; f %
ﬁand mcyﬂﬁl:tw;ste! w‘ﬁtf;{ Artist Parmesh Jolad distributes masks with the words W aale Baa® (come tomamow). drawing a
offl mm“ssu areE disch i ENS parallel between Covid-19 and a folk legend. The story goes that spirits would knock on

doors, and people began writing M aale Baa on walls and dooes to ward them off | MEGHANA SASTRY
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Govt unwilling
to punish mask
violators: Court

'\.1\ "hile observing that
most of the violatlons
under the Karnataka Epl-
demic Diseases Act were by
political parties, a division
bench headed by chief jus-
tice Abhay Shreeniwas Oka
sald the government is un-
willing to register FIRS |
agalnst violators. Hearlnga
PIL, the bench asked the pet-
itioner tofurnishalistof po-
litical parties that are vio-
lating Covid normsof social
distancing and masks. P 4 '




Indias tally hits 9m, rise
- slowest since Ist million

ndia has become the sec-
ond couniry in the word
2 after the US to record nine
: million (%0 lakh) Covid-19

. cases. On the brightor side, it
ook Z2days for the case count
¢ Increase from theelght-mil-
: llon mark, making it the sec-
¢ ond slowest rise of one mil-
. lion infections in the country,

¢ reflecting theslowdown in the

. pandemic in recent weeks, re-

- ports Amit Bhatrtacharya.

" The grim milestone was
reached on Thursday when
India recomled 46,260 fresh
:  Infections, taking the total to
: 90,03,800. This was the high-

:  pstdaily tally ineightdays, in
+ part bacause of a rise in test-
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Cases increase after
Diwali, curfew in Ahd
ujaratimposed night
curfew — between 9pm
and 6am— in Ahmedabad from
Mov 2010 23rd as the city Saw
230 cases onThursday, atally
last seen on June 23. With one in
every five case baeing recorded
during Diwali i nGujarat coming
from Ahmedabad, private has-
pitals are running with anoccu-
pancy rateof over 90%. mw

ing numbers that had fallen :
sharply in recent days. :

» 2nd highest globally, P6 :

B'LURU WATCH

Covid figures as on Nov 19




New Delhl: Nearly 12% of

- Covid-19 infections in India

are among children and ado-
lescents under 20 years whe-

' reas globally they accoun-

o ted for 11% of infections, a
new report by Unlcef sho-
wad, underiining that the
- pandemic may have Impac-
. ted the health of children
. and yvoung people more di-

- mectly than originally antici-
- pated, reports Sushmi Dey.

Besides, disruptions to

. services such as education,

healthcare and child protec-
. tion interventions were also

. harming children, it said.
. Covid affect to stay, P 6
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Covid-19 gave oxygen to 10% of B'luru pvt hosps

Sunitha Rao@timesgroup.com

Bengalurn: At least 10% of
Bongalurn's private hospitals
with 50 to 100 beds which were
facing a financlal crisis have
seen a good recovery during
Cowvid-19, according to a priva-
te hospitals’ union.

A couple of new corporaie
hospitals which were struggling

torepay loans have also seen the-
ir revenues grow. But the absen-
oo of elective surgoeries has hit
most corporate hosplitals. Beng-
dluru has 658 private hospltals.
Dr R Ravindra, president of
Private Hospitals and Nursing
Homes Association (Phana), sa-
id, “Unprepared small hospitals
and some corporate hospitals
have suffored. It's not true all ho-

spitals have made money.™

A fow hospitals looking at
closure got a new lease of lifio
with Covid. “Big, chain hospl-
tals are crying foul Mid-level
and small hospitals have benefl-
ted. Their earning per bed went
up from about Bs 2,500 in nor-
mal times to Rs 5,300 (with go-
vernment-refiorred Covid pati-
ents seeking admission) and Rs

10,0004 from patients seeking tre-
atment on their own),” said Dr
Prasanna HM, president-elect,
Phana. The specialist said his
Pristine Hospltals, off Chord
Road with 100 beds, did better
during Covid, treating 240 go-
vernment-referred Covid pati-
ents and 200 private patients.

» South B'luru hospital, P 2

‘South B’luru hosp earned
30% more during Covid’

» Continued from page 1
r Prasanna is the managing
L director of Pristine Hospitals.
< Pulse, a 30bed speclality
hospital in south Bengaluru which
was doing well earlier, earned 30%
more during the pandemic treating
about 200 cases, sald 1ts head Dr Guru-
prasad MR.

In April, the Federation of Health-
care Associations of Karnataka
(FHAK) had demanded moratorinm
on loan repayment and appealed to
the government to shoulder 25% of
thestaff salary burden of private hos-
pltals for siXx months, owing to losses,

The situation improved by theend
of June, with the government allow-
ing private hospitals to treat Covid-19
patients, besides taking over 50% of
private beds and footing the bill of pa-
tients 1t sent in. Even though beds in
government hospltals wereavallable,
public health authorities kKept refer-
ring Covid patients to private hospi-
tals as per families’ request.

FHAK principal coordinator Dr
SCNagendra Swamy said only 10-15%

of mid-level hospitals which provid-
e ICU caredid better than the rest.

Revenue only on paper

Prakriyva Hospital, a 200-bed estab-
lishment on theoutskirts of Bengalu-
ruand started 18 months ago, had just
30-35 beds occupled early this year
and the occupancy level dropped to 15
beds during lockdown.

“We suffered massive losses,
From June, we treated more than
1,000 Covid patients and 400 of them
were sent by the government. Reve-
nue looks good on paper. We have not
recelved money from the govern-
ment,” sald Dr Srinivas C, CEQof the
hosplital, adding that they have got
Rs@lakhof Rs2crorethe government
owes them.

“Insurers owe us Rs 3.5 crore. Our
employee sirength has gone up from
200 to 450 persons because of Covid
care. New employees agroad to come
only with a salary Increase, Our ex-
penses have skyrocketed and we are
surviving on loans. With cases com-
ing down, we are overstaffed,” Dr Sri-
nivas told TOL
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Tumakuru B 103

Vijayapura BNl 78

1849 | 96 =
8,67,780111,604 | =~=1 x

Bengalury Urban I 1,048

8womenand 18men
Covid on Thursday. 14 of the 26 deaths
(54%) were those of senior citizens -
aged 60 or more. The average age of
Thursday's fatalities was 62.

CASE
BREAK-UP
ON THURSDAY
succumbed to

ACTVE CASES g 75 169

oNTHURSAY & DISCHARGED ] 1,800

TOTAL DISCHARGED

Atotal of 1,18,474 tests were
LIS L oriicted in the state on Thurscay.
EALYIVERD 01 these, 25,101 were apid Antigen

Detection tests. RT-PCR and other tests made the rest
A total of 58,6 lakh tests have been conducted so far.

Bengaluru Urban
Tumakury I 2
Dharwad I 2

Dakshina Kannada [ 2

ON THURSDAY

Ballari EEEN 2 Bengalury Urban, Chikkaballapura,
Vijayapura,, Kodagu and Mysuru|
reported 1 death each. The case fatality
rate for the day - 18 November - was
14%, and positivity was 1.5%|

13| Bengalurs Urban EEEE——
Mysora W 714 17.85%

Tumakurs @ 701 %
2

Dakshina Kannada @ 557
ACTIVE
CASES

Hassan i 542
Mandya B 451
Belagavill 391
Bengalury Rural i 343
Shivamogga 302

FEAR TO THE FORE Only 7,651 Of 80,000 Students In B'luru Tested On Wednesday; Officials Say Parents Biggest Deterrent

P2

n-campus tests fail, poor
attendance haunts colleges

Tiees News METWORK

Bengalurn: On campuis-tost-
ing, amove by colleges in Ben-
galuru to prompt more sti-
dents to attend regular classes,
has not been as successful as
managements hoped they
would be. A paltry 7,651 of the
80,000 stondents in 350 colleges
in the city turned up to give
swab samples on Wednesday,
Day 2 of colleges reopening.

Meanwhlle, attendance
remained thin in most col-
leges on Thursday, Day 3, in-
dicating students are still
wary of turning up.

“Stndents do not want to
got tosted,” sald Karisidappa,
vicechancellor, Visvesvaraya
Technologlcal Unlversity
“Principals of affllated col-
leges quote students saving
they are ready to come pro-
vided they don't have to fur-
nish Covid negative certifl-
cates. Parents are unwilling
t0 send them for testing. The
average anendance In our col-
leges was 20-30%."

While BBMP has mapped
many of its PHCs with col-
leges to facilitate testing of
students and staff, several
colleges invited Palike teams
to collect swab samples on
campus to allay fears stu-
dents may have.

mTJHTH:IHFLEASLH'huJ artist Paramesh Jolad and his troupe held an
awareness drive in Bengaluru on Thursday, asking people to wear masks

However; data provided by
BEMP shows not even 109% of
studonts got thomselves tost-
ed. For Instance, In a college
In Vasanthnagar, only one of
a total 150 final year students
was tested. The college is
scheduled to resume regular
classes only on Movember 23,

Inmany colleges, mot ever
a single student has been
tested, For example, none of
the 11,600 students from four
colleges mapped with BR
Ambedkar PHC were tested.
Six teams were set up, but no
stndent turned up.

The highest number of
tests — 1,572 — wera conduct-
ed In west zone. Rajarajesh-
warl Nagar, under which Ban-
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galore University falls, col-
lected 1,520 samples and Yola-
hanka 1,324, East, which has
34,000 students In colleges In
the zone, saw 817 students
turn up for the test.

TDEemparaju, VC, Banga-
lore North University, said:
“Even though students were
told they could be tested on
campus for freo, only a fow are
coming forward. Attendance
dropped on Thursday com-
pared to Tuesday.”

A principal of a B-school
said parents fiear that if their
son/daughter tests positive,
the entire family will have to
be quarantined. “Abount 50%
have given names for testing
that will be held on Monday.

Bommanahalli | West
1572

513

RR Nagar | South

1520|913

Mahadevapura | Dasarahalli

557

East | Yelahanka

817(1,324

But we will have to see how
many turn up. Outstation sto-
dents are also staying away.”

A sonior BEMP education
official, while explaining the
low numbers, sald, “The sac-
ond blggest fear among par-
ents 1s that they do not Know
which locality other students
are coming from. They fieel it
is safer if their children stay
at home. Parents have also
Invested monoy and pur-
chased laptops and mobile
phones for online educatlon
and they fise] 1t would be wast-
ed In case regular classes be-
gin. So, many are staying

to attend collepe and meet
friends, parental pressure s
preventing them from attend-
Ing school, the officlal sald.




Govt unwilling to
punish mask
violators, fumes HC

Taes Mews METWOR

Bengaluru: The high court on Thursday
directad the petitioner in a public interest
litigation to furnish a list of recognisad po-
litical parties so it could 1ssue directions to
them regarding compliance of Covid norms
of wearing masks and social distancing.

A division bench headed by chief justice
Abhay Shreeniwas Oka also observed that
the povernment is unwilling to register FIRs
against violators, even though thesa viola-
tions are cognizable offences undor saction
sof Karnataka Epldemic DMseases Act. The
court observed that most of the violatlons
under the Act “are by political partles”.

Eariier, the government placed before the
court an affidavit by Javed Akhtar, addi-
tional chief secretary and principal secre-
tary t0 health and family welfare depart-
ment. Akhtar stated that as per provisions
of the act, offonders can be imprisonad for
not less than three months and up to 5 yoars
and also fined anywhere betwean Rs 50,000
and Rs 2 1akh, but 1t was never the Intention
of the povernment to penalise violators with
such harsh punishment.

He further said Rs 250/ 100 fine being
imposed now is sufficient and the govern-
ment will rectify shortcoming through a
fresh ordinance. The government advocate
told the court his cllent 1s contemplating
fresh regulations on the model followed In
Motor Vehicle Rules.

Meanwhile, BEMP told the court that
salary dues of marshals have been cleared
up to October The court was also given an
assurance on behalf of the BEMP adminis-
trator that future salaries will be creditod
to thelr accounts on time and thera won't be
any default In pavments.
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Emergency care
training unit
opens at RGUHS

Bengalmru: A mobile emer-
gency care-cum-training unit,
which will traln medical stu-
dents, doctors, nurses, police
personnel, firemen and citi-
ens to save precious lives dar-
ing the ‘golden hour’, was
launched at Rajiv Gandhi Uni-
vorgity of Health Sclonces
(RGUHS)on Wednesday.

The mobile tralning unit
and training courses, which
have been conceived by Jeeva-
Raksha Trust and Swami Vive-
kananda Youth Movement,
was inaugurated by RGUHS
vicechancellor S Sacchlda-
nand. The MTU will roll out
certifled skill courses in emer-
gency care and life support.

These will helpduring road
accidents, snake-bites, cardiac
arrest, polsoning, stroke, fits,
fractures, wounds, burns, 1ifo-
threatening blesding, mater-
nal emergencles and disaster
management, a release said.
Wisit: Jeevm]isha.urg. THN

Troubling trend: India’s Covid-19 test
numbers fall, RAT share remains hlgh

India IS NOW 5D ANTIGEN SHARE 70% TN DELHI

Tests Per Million Of Population (B % Rapid Antigen I % RTPCR)*
[ T30

Doing 9 Lakh
Tests Per Day

Atul Thakur & Rema Nagarajan

shows that the number
of dally tests has been
falling of late in several sta-
tes and most are depending
mainly on the rapid antigen
test (RAT) rather than on the
more accurate RT-PCR tests.
Widespread useof RAT, in
s0me cases up to 90% of all
tests, has ralsed fiears that a
large number of positive ca-
sescould bemissed. Asper the
ICMR protocol, every positive
report from RAT can be trea-
ted as confirmed, but samples
that test negative are to be re-
tested using RTPCR.

\nalysis of Covid data

Delhi 70 30 pXFi
Kerala 60 [Tl 1504

Karnataka 158

Andhra  [EEFFINEENY T 1280

Bihar Y 1,010

odisha [T 975

Telangana  [INEEEENETFT) 26

Tamil Nadu [N T1] 01

Sowrce: covid1Sind 8. ong " Based on official data or povt SDUrCes

It 1s unclear how many
states are rigorously follo-
wing the retoesting protocol.

The reason for many sta-
tes preferring the RAT Is that
It not only gives results wit-
hin 30 minutes, it also can be
done outside a laboratory
setting. However, RTPCR
tests results, which are sup-
posed to be avallable in elght
hours but have often ended
up taking days because of

backlogs, are considered to
be the gold standard.

India 18 currently doing
more than 9 lakh tests per
day, down from the 11 1akh
plus tests which were being
done till about a week back.
The daily positivity rate or
the percentage of samples
testingpositive hasalsobeen
coming down steadily since
the last week of October. It 1s
currently just 4.2% compa-
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red to9.1% on October 22. Ho-
WeVer, even some states that
have not seen positivity rates
fall have roduced tosts.

Ahigh posltivity rate Indl-
cates thenead for more testing
as more tests could pick up
more cases. Among large sta-
tes, Rajasthan and Dethi have

the highest positivity rate of

roughly 13%, Delhi has pus-
hed up testing to reach betwe-
en 2,300 and 2,700 tests per mil-
lion population, but about
T0% of tests are RAT.
Rajasthan has the lowest
tests permillion in the count-
ry, just 211. The state was do-
Ing over 25,000 to0 28,000 tests
per day In October, when {ts
positivity rate was 55%-
B.5%. The number has now
fallen to around 16,500 tests
per day though the number
of cases too is going up Ra-
lasthan 1s using only RTPCR
tests, which might explain
the dlificulty In rapldly ex-

panding testing. In Harvana
too, the positivity rate has be-
en going up and has touched
11.5%, the highest in the last
two months, though the
number of dally cases dip-
ped over the last few days af-
ter steadily rising from the
last week of October: In Ha-
ryana, 70% of tests are
RTPCR.

Kerala Is another state
with a very high posltivity
rate of 10%, though this is lo-
wer than the peak in the
middle of October when it
had touched 16%. With the
number of tests being done
almost the same, the number
of cases have been declining
since theend of October

After Delhi, Kerala and
Earnataka have the highest
testing rates in the country
of about 1,600 tests per mil-
lion, but over60% of thetosts
belng used in Kerala are the
rapldantlgen tests.




India sees 2nd highest no.
of new cases globally in Nov

p Continued from page 1

o889, was the highest In

14 days. The last one-
million increase coming in 22
days means that the spread of
infection in the countrv has
halved since the pandemic's
peak Inmid-September, when
It to0kK just 11 days for cases to
rise from four million to five
million. Only the first one
million cases took more days
than the last million.

Despite the steady fall in
numbers since then, India
still recomded the sacond
highest number of new cases
in the world in November
The country has reported a
little over 8.2 lakh in the
month so far, second to only
the US% MNovember case
countof 24.81akh. France had
the third highest tally at 7.3
lakh, followed by Italy (6.2

4 1 The day's death toll, at
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lakh), the UK (4.4 lakh), Po-
land (4.2 lakh) and Brazil (4.3
lakh). At 9,937, Indla’s death
toll from the virs In Novem-
ber so far was the third high-
est in the world. The US re-
corded 20829 fatalities, fol-
lowed by 10,133 in France,
with Italy (8896) and Iran
(8,563) in the fourth and fifth
Spots, respectively

The 46,260 new cases de-
tected on Thursday came out
mainly from 103 lakh tests
conducted in the country the
previous dayw This was the |
first time in six days that the
testing numbers had crossed
10 lakh. Testing had fallen
sharply in the country due to
Diwali and other festivals on
top of the usual dip on week-
ends. The number of fresh
casesrose Inmost states, with
Deinl again reporting the
highest numbers (7,546) In
the country.
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Two years after Rs 3 crore was spent in reinvigorating
Vibhutipura Lake, its state is much like that of the
average salaried Bengalurean after covid-19

NO INCOMING,
JUST OUTGOING
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average salaried Bengalurean after covid-19

NO INCOMING,

| ¥ Maheswara Reddy
c-maheswara.raddy
wUmesgroup.com

TWEETS EBangaloreMIRROR

n 2018, the Vibhuthipura Lake
was ‘rejuvenated’ at an esti-
mated cost of Bs 3 crore, Two
vears o, the lake which was
once home o several migrato-
v hirds and flowering plants, is
practically non-existent. While
most fakes in the city are filled to
the brim because of good rainfall,
Vibhuthipura Lake has no water.

The lake looks like a field of
grass in the monsoon and like a
playground during the rest of
the year.

All the residents, who had been
petitioning the authorities non-
stop to take up rejuvenation work
till 2017, are disheartened by the
present condition of the lake.

"We were agalnst removing silt
trom the lake, but the authorities
went ahead with their unscientific
plan. The other major issue was
the closure of inlet and opening of
the outlet. How do vou expect rain
water to enter the lake if the inlet
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is closed?"” asked Viplab Saha, a
resident.

Ram Kumar, a resident of Lal
Bahadur Shastry Magar, said the
lake has now become a hangout
spot for miscreants, “Many
people are misusing the lake bund.
[here are incidents of people
being robbed on the pathway,”
Kumar said.

He zaid that residents and lake
activisis had met the authorities
seeking a sewage treatment plant
(5T s0 that only treated water can

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 »»

JUST OUTGOING

“ The other
majorissue was
the closure of
inlet and opening
of the outlet. How
do you expect
rainwater to
enter the lake
iftheinlet is
closed?”
—\iptab Baha, a residant




And now, lethal waste too

4, mcludmg landnwnen booked fnr dumping hazardnus waste in Hegganahalll plnt

i 1
- |

The tanker was carrying 36,000 litres of chemical and medical industrial waste from a company
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The tanker was carrying 36,000 litres of chemical and medical industrial waste froma com ;Jahy

| Bellie.Thomas
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @Bellie_Mirror

he city police have reg-

istered a criminal case

against four persons, in-

cluding the owner of a
piec of land for allowing and
dumping of hazardous liquid
chemical waste in a plot at Heg-
ganahalli in Rajagopalnagar,
North Bengaluru.

The four accused persons have
been identified as Abdul Gani
(60), a resident of Challakere town
in Chitradurga district, Hrudaya
Raj (31) a resident of Vishwesh-
waraiah Layout, Mohammed Ali
(48) resident of Jamiya Masjid
in Andrahalli and Somanna, the
landowner from Hegganahalli.

According to the police, Raja-
gopalnagar police station house
officer (SHO) had received infor-
mation about a lorry dumping
pungent chemical at an empty

ground near Konega Garments
in Kareem Sab Layout in Heg-
ganahalli, at around 11.30 on
Monday. The SHO deployed a
head constable to the area who
confirmed that a Maharashtra
registration number tanker was
dumping 36,000 litres of chemi-
cal and medical industrial waste
from a pharmaceutical company
named Chempro in Hindupur.

The cops filed a case, arrested
the driver and his accomplices
and the truck was seized.

Upon investigation it was
found that Somanna, a resident
of Shivapura, had allegedly taken
Rs 7,000 per month from truck
drivers to let them dump any
kind of waste in his land, the po-
lice said. With no chemical waste

They find landown-
ers who allow this
dumping for a small
amount -A police officer

disposal facilities in Hindupur
or certain areas around Andhra
Pradesh, this was an easier op-
tion for the culprits. “Companies
pay from Rs 10 to 15 per litre of
industrial waste to agencies who
dispose of chemical waste in a
proper manner, and some kind
of industrial wastes have been
even paid Rs 30 per litre. This
can add up to Rs3 to Rs 4 lakh
per tanker. To avoid paying this
amount, or travelling far, many
indulge in such illegal activities,”
a police official added.

Another officer said that
some criminals take money
from the companies to ethically
dispose of the chemical waste,
but instead pocket the money
by finding landowners, willing
to let them dump the waste on
their vacant land.

The police also informed the
Karnataka State Pollution Con-
trol Board (KSPCB) officials who
took large samples from the
tanker.
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CALURU
With increased
testing, City

breaches 1K mark

fter reporting less than 1,000 cases
for the last few days, Bengaluru Ur-
ban rported 1,048 Covid-19 cases on
Thursday, while the State’s daily caseload
was 1,849. Experts said that one of the rea-
sons for rise in cases was that the testing,

which was lower for the last few days, was
ramped up . On Thursday, 1.18 lakh coro-

navirus tests were conducted.

Additionally, the covid deaths, which
were being reported in single digits for the
past few days, also saw the rise. On Thursday,
14 deaths were reported from Bengaluru,
making it the highest single day death toll
since November 6. Meanwhile, the total
positivity rate in the state was 1.56 per cent,
while the case fatality rate was 1.41 per cent.
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One side dug for laying

other for utilities

Millers Road has been dug up for over 9 months, making commute impossible

| Y Maheswara Reddy
c-maheswara.reddy
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

f you commute through Mill-
ers Road daily and are fed up of
the traffic jams in the area, then
do not expect relief from it any-
time soon. Over the last nine
months, motorists and residents of
Vasanth Nagar have been facing a
lot of problems due to the ongoing
work on Millers Road taken up by
Bengaluru Smart City Limited.
Residents and businessmen on
Millers Road have been complain-
ing against sound and air pollution
being caused by thousands of vehi-
cles. Due to the ongoing work and
potholes, the movement of vehicles
on this stretch of the road slows
down and often leads to traffic
jams. Residents said the road was

S & i e o 3 :
The ongoing work has slowed down vehicular movement on this stretch, often causing traffic jams
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f you commute through Mill-
ers Road daily and are fed up of
the traffic jams in the area, then
do not expect relief from it any-
time soon. Over the last nine
months, motorists and residents of
Vasanth Nagar have been facing a
lot of problems due to the ongoing
work on Millers Road taken up by
Bengaluru Smart City Limited.

Residents and businessmen on
Millers Road have been complain-
ing against sound and air pollution
being caused by thousands of vehi-
cles. Due to the ongoing work and
potholes, the movement of vehicles
on this stretch of the road slows
down and often leads to traffic
jams. Residents said the road was
dug up in March and no effort is
being made to complete the job.

“One side of the Millers Road is
dug up for laying pipes and other
for utilities. Work has been on
standstill for two months.
Pedestrians are compelled to walk
on the congested road,” said
Thanmaya Bekkalale, a resident of
Vasanth Nagar.

Expressing disappointment over
the delay in completing the work,
Rajkumar Dugar, founder of
Citizens for Citizens, said that
Bengaluru Smart City Limited has
bitten more what it can chew. He
pointed out that more than 10

The ongoing work has slowed down vehicular movement on this stretc often causing traffic jams

After pestering the BBMP for eight
months, they showed up and did such a

e

shoddy job that potholes filled up on
Wednesday, resurfaced on Thursday

roads have been dug up in the
Central Business District (CBD)
area, "First, | want Bangalore Smart
City Limited to complete work on
roads that were dug up quite some
time ago,” said Dugar.

He pointed out that there are
three hospitals — Vikram Hospital,
Fortis Hospital and Bhagwan
Mahaveer Hospital —in the vicinity

-A resident of Millers Road

of Millers Road. “Traffic jams may
become a hurdle for ambulances to
transport critically ill,"” he said.

Poor pothole patchwork

A resident pleading anonymity said
that a Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) engi-
neer made arrangements to fill up
potholes on the stretch on
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Wednesday night. “After pestering
for eight months, they did such a
shoddy job that potholes filled up
on Wednesday, resurfaced on
Thursday,” the resident said.

Meanwhile, Smart City Project
Chief Engineer Ranganatha Naik
said that he will take measures to
complete the work as early as pos-
sible. “I have already told the con-
tractors to expedite the completion
of the ongoing work on Millers
Road. Shortage of manpower is one
of the reasons for the delay in com-
pletion of the work. ] am expecting
it to be complete by April or May
2021,” said Naik.




33 crore down the drain

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

be let into the lake.
“Initially, the authorities
said there was no provision
for the STP. Later, they
assured us they will con-
sider our request. We do not
want sewage water entering
the lake,” he said.

According to him, resi-
dents of nearby apartments
are compelled to depend on
private water supply as the
groundwater table has hit
rock bottom. “We never
faced scarcity of water prior
to the lake rejuvenation.
With no water in the lake for
the last two years, the
groundwater table has
almost been depleted. We are
compelled to spend money
to buy water from private
water suppliers,” he said.

A resident, who visits
the lake for a walk in the
morning and evening, said
stray dogs had attacked a
girl in June. “There are no
lights at the lake thus caus-
ing inconvenience to the
people who visit the lake in

the early morning and in
the evening,” he said.

Raghavendra B
Pachhapur, programme
manager, Action Aid
Association, said that lake
design and structure have a
major role in enhancing the
flora and fauna in a lake’s

m.

“It is ridiculous that
despite so many failures,
there is no rethinking on
the designs implemented
for lake rejuvenation in
Bengaluru. The DPRs need
to take a relook into the fail-
ures and its impact on lake
ecology,” he said.

When Bangalore Mirror
quizzed BBMT Chief
Engineer (Lakes) Mohan
Krishna about the lake, he
admitted there were some
inlet issues at Vibhuthipura
Lake. “I am aware that a few
lakes are not full despite
heavy rains during the
monsoon. We are looking
into this matter. These lakes
have some inlet issues. We
will fix those issues,” said
Mohan Krishna.
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City’s Covid Infection Curve may be Flattening

Recovery rate ata healthy 94%; avoiding second wave with public being responsible and adequate testsand treatment now key

OurBureau

Bengalurn: From reporting over
5,000 Covid-19 cases a day In the first
week of October, Bengaluru's daily
caseload has now fallen below 1,000,
indicating a possible flattening of
the Infectlon curve.

Thedropin new cases, coupled with
the decline in deaths and improved
recoveries, hascomeasa bigrelief to
adminisirators and healthcare wor-
kers who have been battling a surge
in cases for the past five months.

Health and medical education mi-
nister K Sodhakar on Wednesday
tweeted that Bengaluru's case fatall-
ty rateat1.1% 1s the lowest among all
major cities in India. “With 336,880
recoveries and 17,707 active cases as

Some Cheer

35,000+ Active cases
In city a month ago, the
ighest among major
cities In the country

933 New cases
onwednesday

on Tuesday, the clty’s recovery rate

stands at a healthy 93.94 % and active

casesrate standsat4.93%," he said.
Aboutamonthago, Bengaluru with

over 35,000 active cases, had the lar-
gest actlve cases In the country,
among the major cities. Since then,
there has been a gradual decline in

active cases due to the reduction in

new cases and many Covid-positive ¢l

persons recovering. While 633 new
cases were reported on Wednesday,
927 patlents recovered.

‘The city has also witnessed a sharp
decrease in fatalities from recording
over 40 deaths per day to numbers in
single dights now.

Expertssee thedecreasing cases as
awelcome sign considering that the
city has been testing aggressively
Of the over one lakh tests done in
Karnataka every day, close to 35,000
tests are done in Bengalurocity.

“We can now say that Covid curve
is flattening in Bengaluru and the
rest of Karnataka. But the pattern
across the globe has made us appre-
hensive about another wave that
may strike the state after 23

months,” said Dr CN Manjunath,
n, Karnataka's Covid-19
expertcommittes.

Experts and officlals said that the
Inmensity of the second wave may
largely depend on people’s behavio-
ur and how rigorously the admini-
stration continues to test and treat
patlents over the next few months.

“Testing should remain high and
people should not be complacent,”
an officer supervising Covid19
work in Bengaluru said.

Manjunath sald the state govern-
ment and Bengaluru's administra-
tion should conduct the same num-
berof testsdespite the decline inca-
sesatleast till December-end. “Then
we should revlew the target, elther
lower it or increase depending on
thescenario,” he said.
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State’s 23 Dists
See Zero Deaths

Qur Bureauw

Bengalur: Karnataka re-
ported 1,849 fresh cases of Co-
vid-19on Thursday, of which
1,048 were from Bengaluru.
The new cases wok the wotal
infections in the state to
867, TA00f which25,160are ac-
tive cases. Bengaluru's total
case count 1s 360,587 and off
them 338,688 have recovered.

The state also reported 26
fatalities including 14 from
Bongalurn. However, no de-
aths were reconded from
districts. Karnataka has re-
oorded 11,604 Covid deaths so
far and Bengalurna accounts
for 4,042 deaths. A total of598
patients are in ICU across
the state of which over 300of

them are In Bengaluru.

SADAMNANDA GOWDA -VE
Union Minister for Chemi-
cal and Fertilisers DV Sada-
nanda Gowda on Thursday
said he has tested positive
for Covid-19.

He requested everyone
who hadcome Inhiscontact
with him to be careful and
adhere to protocol.
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Delhi Tightens
Curbs: 2k Fine
for No Mask

I ]

New Delhi: The Delhi govern-
ment on Thursday pat in place
strict measures, Including a f-
ne of «2,000 for not wearing a
mask and stalling all non-
emergency planned surgeries,
as thesurge in Covid cases con-
tinued in the capltal.

Delhi chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal convened an all-party
meeting on Thursday appea-
lingto leaders to put aside poll-
tics and collectively work to-
wards increasing awareness
amaongst people.

Hereguested political parties
to ask cadres to distribute
masks and urge people to fol-
low the essential habits of wea-
ringamask and maintaining6-
feat distance

Delhihasalso put In place me-
asures which had been intro-
duced during the initial
maonths of all-India lockdown.
WIth the Increasing load on he-
althcare facilities, Delhi has
asked all hospitals to postpone
non-essential planned surgeri-
es. Kejriwal sald, “Non-emer-
pency operatlons In hosplials
across Delhi will bestalledfora
few days in the wake of rising
Corona cases.”
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Night curfew returns
inAhmedabad;
Centre sends teams
tofourstates

SHEMIN JOY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

r I Vhree in every four new
cases reported in India
on Thursday were from

10 states, including Delhi and

Kerala, even as recoveries re-

mained above daily infections

DECCAN HERALD
1% new cases reported from 10 states

forthe past47 days.

As the country added over
45,000 new cases, the Centre
rushed teams to Haryana, Ra-
jasthan, Gujaratand Manipur
to visit districts with a high
number of Covid-19 cases to
control the outbreak, which is
showing signs of rebounding
insome places.

In Ahmedabad, once the
Covid epicentre of Gujarat,
the state government has de-
cided to impose night curfew
between 9 pm and 6 am from
Nov 20 with the virus rearing
its head again post-Diwali.

The decision to send teams
to Rajasthan and Haryana

Ahealth worker collects
asample in New Delhion
Thursday. F1i

came following asurgeindaily
cases in Delhi-which reported
the highestnumber of casesin
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the country on Wednesday -
and its spillover effect being
observed in these states.

Delhi, Kerala, Maharashtra,
West Bengal, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Chhat-
tisgarh, Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu account for 77.28% of
the fresh cases in the country.
Delhi reported 7,486 cases
while Kerala recorded 6,419
NEw Cases,

When it comes to recover-
ies, these ten states again top
the list accounting for 77.27%
of the total discharges.

With 7,066 persons recover-
ing from Covid-19, Kerala saw
themostnumber ofrecoveries.

Of the 585 new fatalities
reported in the past 24 hours,
79.49% have been from 10
states. Delhi accounted for
22.39% or 131 deaths followed
by Maharashtra (100).

According to the Ministry of
Healthand Family Welfare, In-
dia’s active caseload had fallen
“under the 5% mark on Thurs-
day”. “It has ensured that In-
dia’s present active caseload of
4,43,303 consists of just4.95%
of India’s total positive cases,”
the ministry said.

New recoveries outnum-
bering daily cases has also
improved the recovery rate to
93.58%.

College students miss out on classes
due to delayed Covid test reports

Fewer than10%
students turn upat
colleges on third day

v

BENGALURU, DHNS

rolonged delays in Cov-
id-19 test reports badly
hit student  attend-
ance on the third day of the
reopening of colleges across
the city. Most undergraduate
and postgraduate colleges

witnessed poor attendance
on Thursday, too.

Students pleading with the
authorities to let them in say-
ing they are awaiting results
was a common sight outside
many colleges. A student ata
collegein Jayanagar rued that
they had not received any up-
date from the BBMP on Cov-
id test results even five days
after having given the swab
samples.

Another student, from a
collegeon Hesaraghatta Road,
said she gave the swab sample
at a BBMP fever clinic which
doesn't give the report unless

Stuuentsattend adass at the Government First Grade

the result is positive. “There
won't be any report if 1 test
negative, whichiswhatthe col-

College, Vijayanagar, on Thursday. DH PHOTO/JANARDHAN B K

lege authorities want, [ haven't
evenreceived an SMS. Whatis
stopping the BBMP from issu-
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inga negative report?”

Many students tried in vain
to get the test results from the
BBMP helpline, which had no
idea about the swab samples
collected from them, accord-
ing to a student from Raja-
jinagar.

Prof K R Venugopal,
Vice-Chancellor, Bangalore
University, said student at-
tendance on Thursday was
lower than Wednesday. Outof
1,434 students enrolled for fi-
nal-year postgraduate courses
at BU, only 128 turned up on
Thursday, as against 138 on
Wednesday. Further. only 40

ofthe 50 postgraduate depart-
mentson the BU's Jnanabhar-
athi campus reported attend-
ance, headded.

Out of more than 300 col-
leges affiliated to the BU, only
57 colleges, or about 15%,
reported student attend-
ance, said an official in the
university. The overall student
attendance wasless than10%,
the official added.

Notasingle student or stafl
member turnedat the 103-old
Universityof Visvesvaraya Col-
lege of Engineering adayafter
two people tested positive, ac-
cording to the official.




Statereports 1,849 new
cases, 26 deaths

BENGALURU, DHNS: Karnata-
karegistered 1,849 fresh Cov-
id cases and 26 related fatali-
ties, taking the total infection
count to 8.67 lakh and thetoll
to 11,604, on Thursday.

The day also saw 1,800 pa-
tientsgetting dischargedalter
recovery. Out of the fresh cas-
es reported, 1,048 cases were
from Bengaluru Urban alone.

Fourteen out of the total
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deaths reported on Thurs-
day are from Bengaluru.
Among the districts where
new cases were reported,
Bengaluru urban accounts
for 1,048, Tumakuru 103, Vi-
jayapura 78, Mysuru, Hassan
and Dakshina Kannada 54. A
total 1.18 lakh samples were
tested on Thursday, of which
25,101 were rapid antigen
[ests.




Small chance of Covid surge after
schools reopen: experts

BENGALURU, DHNS: As the
government mulls reopen-
ing schools amid the ongoing
Covid-19 outbreak, medical
experts said a surge in cases
is likely to occur depending
on how much children end up
driving disease transmission.

“We still do not know about
the level of transmissibility
of the virus by children, but
some studies have shown that
transmissibility is low,” said Dr
Gnanam R, consulting emer-
gency paediatrician with Ma-
nipal Hospitals, Old Airport
R,

Speaking to a large online
audience comprising parents
and medical professionals
brought together for a special-
lycurated session organised by
DH on Thursday, Dr Gnanam
and Dr Jagadish Chinappa,
consulting paediatrician at
Manipal Hospitals, examined
the issue of school reopening
and Covid-12 preparedness.

Parents expressed not only
fear over children developing
complications due to the dis-
ease, but also that they will
bring the disease home to in-
fect vulnerable adults.

Birmy Bastian, a parent. said
“many parents with comorbid-
ities or other high-risks could
potentially orphan their chil-
dren if exposed to the disease
brought home from school.”

The concern hassomevalid-
ity. Studies showed that disease
rates from school-going chil-
dren may have contributed to
asecond wave of Covid-19 cases
in Israel,

A South Korean study of
nearly 6,000 patients which
was published in Emerging In-
fectious DiseasesinJuly found
those aged 10 to 19 spread the

virus as much asadults did.

Dr Sankarshana Thim-
marayappa, an ENT special-
ist, suggested that the govern-
ment declare the 2020-2021
academic year a zero year,

“The government is hiding
data on the Covid outbreak for
economic reasonsand isopen-
ing schools. Thereis arisk that
the system will be inundated
as before,"he said, adding that
paediatric infrastructure is ex-
tremely limited in Bengaluru,
and could potentially not be
able to handle alarge inflow of
child Covid-19 cases.

Dr Chinappa said most
children do not develop seri-
ous symptoms of the disease,
which means less hospitalisa-
tion is required.

“A combination of preven-
tive measures including stag-
gering classes and adherence
to social distancing measures
could potentially address the
problem,” he said.

“We simply cannot restart
classes in the old way. The
D[OVETTUMENT TIUSE CArTy Out A
risk assessment and consultall
stakeholders, especially par-
ents, before taking the decision
to open schools,” he said.

At the same time, monitor-
ing outhreaks in schools could
bechallenging as, Dr Gnanam
clarified, regular testing of chil-
dren before entry into schools
isalsonotviable asitisnot easy
to collect swab samples from
children. Besides, regular
testing has a negative impact
onthe mental health of adoles-
cents and teens.

Chinappa said children are
also at the tail end of priorities
for a vaccine, as the degree of
severity of the disease among
children is low.
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